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Welcome to Leichhardt State School 
 
 

It is with a great deal of pride that I welcome your child and family to our school.  We are always aware 
of the trust that you give us in enrolling at our school.  We hope that we always have high standards in 
our academic and behaviour expectations and that you join us, in believing that your child can thrive 
and achieve while at our school. 
  
We acknowledge the large part that you will continue to play in the education of your child and 
recognise that the best results come from a true partnership between school and home.  Know that you 
are always welcome to book an appointment with your class teacher to discuss your child’s 
progress.  Our Administrative Team or I are more than happy to attend these appointments if given 
enough notice. We invite you to two parent information sessions held in Term 1 and Term 3.  Report 
cards go home at the end of every term with ones from Term 1 and Term 3 being interim reports to give 
you an idea of how your child is progressing.  

 

Our strengths include: 

• a strong value driven community 

• a focus on creating strong foundations in the early years of learning, especially in reading 

• an outstanding reputation for social emotional welfare 

• cultural diversity and rich indigenous programs 

• a research-based commitment to continuous improvement based on trauma informed practices 

• students who are united in a positive, happy, respectful, inquiring and engaged learning culture 

• high quality staff 

• a range of sporting programs in the upper school 

• involved and supportive parents. 

 

Once again, thank you for joining us at our great school. 

 

 Maja Bogicevic 

 School Principal 
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Leichhardt State School  

  
 

Vision  

✓ Every classroom – every child 
✓ Quality purposeful learning 
✓ Every moment of every day  

 

Values 

✓ Gratitude for community and self  

✓ Respect for learning and each other  

✓ Teamwork 

✓ Perseverance 
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School hours 

Students are not to be on school grounds before 8:15am.  

Supervision is provided in the Outdoor learning area from 8:15 - 8.30am.  

Breakfast Club – 8:15 – 8:30 Monday to Friday 
Breakfast Club is available for all students from 8:15 each day. Breakfast Club is run by teacher aides 
each day. 
 

Absences 

If your child/ren are unwell and are going to be away from school, please report their absence through the 

following channels;  

Email: studentabsentees@leichhardtss.eq.edu.au         
             

Phone: 38133222, Select #1 for absences, leave a message                                            

Text: 01429464792  text absences message  

                Student’s name, class, reason.            

                               

                                                                                                                                       

 
 
 

School Routine 
 

Session Time 

Connect 8:30 – 8:50 

Session 1 8:50 – 9:20 

Session 2 9:20 – 9:50 

Session 3 9:50 – 10:20 

1st Play break 10:20 – 10:35 

1st Eating break 10:35 – 10:50 

Session 4 10:50 – 11:20 

Session 5 11:20 – 11:50 

2nd Eating break 11:50 – 12:00 

Session 6 12:00 – 12:30 

Session 7 12:30 – 1:00 

2nd Play break 1:00 – 1:30 

Session 8 1:30 – 2:00 

Session 9  2:00 – 2:30 

Home 2:30 
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Directory and Term Dates 

 
Telephone:     3813 3222 
Email:       admin@leichhardtss.eq.edu.au    
Website:         www.leichhardtss.eq.edu.au 
School Facebook Page:     Leichhardt State School  

        
Office Hours:     8:00am to 3:00pm 
School Hours:     8:30am to 2:30pm 
 

 2025 

Queensland term dates 

Term 1: Tuesday 28 January to Friday 4 April—10 weeks 

Term 2: Tuesday 22 April to Friday 27 June—10 weeks 

Term 3: Monday 14 July to Friday 19 September—10 weeks 

Term 4: Tuesday 7 October to Friday 12 December—10 weeks 

Staff professional development days 

Term 1: Thursday 23 January to Friday 24 January—2 days 

Term 2: Wednesday 16 April to Thursday 17 April—2 days 

Term 3: Friday 5 September—1 day 

School holidays 

Term 1: Saturday 5 April to Monday 21 April—17 days 

Term 2: Saturday 28 June to Sunday 13 July—16 days 

Term 3: Saturday 20 September to Monday 6 October—17 days 

Term 4: Saturday 13 December to Monday 26 January 2026—45 days 

 
 

• Speak dates (Term 1 & 3) – this is an opportunity for parents, students and teachers to have a 
conversation about student learning.  

• Parents are invited to attend assembly every week  

• School is not open to students on Staff professional development/Student free days (pink in 
above calendar) 
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Uniforms  

Our school uniform consists of a blue and maroon school shirt, maroon school hat and maroon 

shorts/skirts and shorts.  

School uniform shirts and hats can be purchased from our 

Tuckshop on, Wednesday to Friday in School term, 8:00am – 

1:30pm, Polo shirts $29 each. Hats $18 reversable maroon/ 

house coloured bucket hats. 

 

 
 

 

 

Leichhardt State School Uniform 
 

Shirts: Blue and Maroon (Unisex) with Leichhardt State School Logo. 
 

Short/skorts/skirts: Maroon coloured bottoms can be purchased at any major retail shop. 
 

Shoes: Fully enclosed shoes (white or black) with white socks. 
 

Hat: Maroon sun safe hat. Reversable hats (Maroon one side/ house colour the other side) 

can be purchased at the tuchshop. 
 

Winter clothing: Maroon coloured, these can be purchased at any major retail shop. 
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Starting Prep 
Prep is integrated into the school.  One of the major aims of the Prep Year is to make links between 
children’s prior experiences at home and in other settings and their future learning in the school context.  
During the Prep Year children will learn through a combination of play and focused learning and teaching.  
The Australian Curriculum promotes a flexible learning environment where teachers purposefully create 
opportunities for learning and development. 
 
Prep enrolment  
To enrol your child in Prep you will need to have your child’s birth certificate to show the school office.  
If you do not have your child’s birth certificate you will need to order a replacement.  
 

✓ Replacement birth certificate – apply through the QLD Government Births, Deaths and Marriages 
website.  

 
✓ If you are Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander you can obtain a free birth certificate through 

Kambu Deadly Choices program – drop into the school office of Kambu to pick up a form.  
 
Prep Starting Age  
Prep is the first year of school and provides the foundation for your child's education. It is compulsory for 
Queensland children to undertake Prep prior to Year 1.  
 
Prep is a full-time program in primary schools. Children attend Monday-Friday, from 8.30am-2.30pm. 
Children must be 5 by 30 June in the year they enroll. 
Check the table below to see when your child can start Prep. 

 
 

Child Born  2025 2026 2027 2028 
1 July 2019 to 

30 June 2020 

Prep Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 

1 July 2020 to 

30 June 2021 

 Prep Year 1 Year 2 

1 July 2021 to 

30 June 2022 

  Prep Year 1 

1 July 2022 to 

30 June 2023 

   Prep 
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Preparing Your Child For Prep 
 

 Below are some ideas to assist you in giving your child a head start towards 
becoming ready, independent, confident and happy for Prep: 
 

• Name your child’s school items - saves you time and money 

• When discussing school make sure it is POSITIVE, HAPPY, GENUINE, EAGER 

• Have a good breakfast each day, as the children will find it a long time before first 
break. 

• Pack all food into a lunch box (don’t forget spoons if needed).  

• Have fruit cut up, labelled and ready for your child to place in fruit box for fruit 
break. 

• Make sure to bring a water bottle. 

• Let us know if your child has any food allergies so we can provide a safe table for 
eating. 

• Allow time on the holidays to explore how to use a lunchbox and how to open: 
             -Lids, Poppers/straws, yoghurt & yoghurt pouches, drink bottles, packets, etc. 

• Talk about which food to choose for Brain break (e.g. fruit, vegetables) 

• Practice putting rubbish into the bin and closing containers and lunch boxes 
themselves 

• Shoes- Velcro, buckles and zips versus laces, and allow children to put them on 
and take them off.  Begin teaching them how to tie shoe laces e.g. “Loop, swoop 
and pull!!!”  

• Provide a big bag. Perhaps attach a bag tag to make the bag easy to identify for 
your child.  

• Hats stay at school. (wide brimmed hat is required, clearly named).  

• Include a spare set of clothes in a front pocket for ‘unforeseen accidents’. 

• Involve your child in the: 
-shopping for books & stationary 
-naming of school items 
-packing / unpacking their own school bag  
-carrying of their own school bag 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PAGE 7 



 
 
First Day of School 

 

• Be on time (8:30) 

• Be positive and calm 

• Try to have all of your child’s things (bring everything on the list as we will collect and 
store) preferably in a separate bag.  

• Let your child carry their school bag 

• Introduce yourself and child to your Teacher and Teacher’s Aide 

• Find out from your teacher what to do with your child’s belongings 

• Settle your child at an activity 

• Pre-warn your child that you must go when the teacher says. Don’t delay or stay. 

• Some children will cry, but usually stop in a short while 

• Remember to tell them that you are coming back in the afternoon 

• Collect from outside the classroom at 2:30 

• If you need to change your child’s usual going home arrangements, please notify the teacher in 
the morning or ring the office and they will forward the message to the class teacher.  

 
 

Learning Areas experienced in Prep 
 
 

Lessons 
 

English 
 

Maths 
 

Science   
 

Humanities and Social Science (HASS) 
 

Technology 
 

Health and PE 
 

The Arts 
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Zones of Regulation 

 
At Leichhardt State School all students are taught about the Zones of Regulation. This is a framework 
for teaching students strategies for emotional and sensory self-management. The Zones uses four 
colours to help students identify how they are feeling in the moment given their emotions and level 
of alertness, as well as guide them to strategies to support regulation.  
 
This helps students identify their body’s 
signals, detect triggers, learning emotional 
control, sensory-regulation, self-awareness 
and problem-solving abilities. The zones 
help students name their emotions and 
connect to where they are at and how they 
could calm their body to be ready to learn.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
Positive Behaviour for Learning 
 
At Leichhardt State School we pride ourselves on using Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL).  
This approach allows all staff to provide a consistent approach to reinforce the expected behaviours 
and teach our students about our core values and expectations. PBL is a framework that guides us to 
achieve academic and behaviour outcomes for all students. At Leichhardt, a weekly focus created 
around our core expectations – Be Kind, Be Safe, Be a Learner and our values – Gratitude, Respect, 
Teamwork and Perseverance is developed and explicitly taught during connect sessions. Our 
students’ celebrations in academics, behaviour and attendance are celebrated daily with Gotcha 
rewards, weekly with certificates, raffles, tuckshop vouchers and trophies as well as each term with 
a Mind, Body and Character Day.  The Leichhardt State School Mascot, Leo the Lion, visits us to help 
us celebrate our successes and achievements. 
  
We work with parents and children to make sure that classroom behaviour is as expected, to make 
learning happen! 

 
 

Special Education Services 
 
Leichhardt State School provides an inclusive education for all students. We have a Head of Special 

Education Services (HOSES) on staff who supports staff and students to maintain an environment 

that is conducive to the learning and success of all students. 

Our classroom teachers are the Case Managers for their students and remain the first point of 

contact for parents. The HOSES oversees the support of students with a verified disability and is 

available to assist families during the diagnosis and verification process. The HOSES takes part in 

Case Management meetings and liaises with external providers/specialists. The HOSES is also 

available to assist with additional transition activities and stakeholder meetings for students who are 

transitioning to Leichhardt State School from an ECDP. 

  PAGE 9 



 
Attendance – Everyday Counts! 
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Illness  
If your child is sick we ask that you keep them home until they are well enough to return to school. This ensures  
sickness is not spread within the school. A list of exclusion times for sickness is included on the following pages: 
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Head lice 
 
If your child contracts head lice please ensure treatment is provided as soon as possible.  
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Healthy Lunches 
All children, no matter what their weight, height, gender or age need to eat from the five core food 
groups every day. To do this, aim to include in your child's lunchbox, fruit, wholegrain bread, salad or 
vegetables, meat or a meat alternative and reduced fat dairy such as cheese. A healthy lunch will give 
your child the essential nutrients and sustained energy they need to concentrate throughout the school 
day. 
Take these lessons to make your child's lunch box healthy, interesting and appetising. 
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Home reading –10 minutes per day 
 

Students should be reading each night and a book could be read multiple times to a student, depending 
on the length of the text. A child could be listening to an adult read, reading to an adult or older sibling, 
or independently reading. 

Reading at home should be fun and create enjoyment for the student.  

Comprehension and retell of the events from the text is important when reading and can affect your 
child’s reading ability. Your child may draw or write events in sequence, talk about the characters 
emotions or comment on why they did/did not like the book. All the discussions and conversations you 
have with your child about their books will enhance their reading ability and develop their language 
experience around different texts. 

The same approach should be taken with their library book. Take the opportunity to read to your child 
or listen to them read, and then discuss, write or draw the events. While we encourage our students to 
be reading every day, we don’t expect extra activities are completed at home. This is not homework, 
rather a simple guide to support your child as a reader. 

Remember…reading at home should be easy and should be for enjoyment. We want to develop 
confident readers who have a love of reading. Just 10 minutes a day can make a HUGE difference! 
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Oral language 

 
Top 10 Tips for promoting oral language 

1. Use language during play. Use different words to talk about how things feel (e.g. playdough - sticky, 

gooey, slimy, warm), what you are seeing (e.g. shape, size, colour, amount), introduce descriptive 

language (e.g. long, fat snake, big flat pizza).  

 

2. Wait and give your child time to think and tell you what they need to say. Don’t interrupt them or 

talk for them. Assuming that you know what they want or might say is taking away the opportunity for 

your child to practice using language to express themselves.  

 

3. Model and repair. This is a positive way to stress the words or grammar that you want the child to 

learn. You can naturally include this strategy in conversation.  

a. e.g. Child: Her go shops. Adult: Yes. She went to the shops. 

 

4. Expand. Expose your child to more complex language by increasing your child’s utterance or comment 

by one word or a phrase.  

a. e.g. Child: The dog’s barking. Adult: Yes. The dog’s barking at the red car outside.  

 

5. Offering a choice. When your child doesn’t know how to answer a question or has difficulty expressing 

their needs, reduce the complexity of the response by offering a choice.  

a. e.g. Adult: Where’s Spot? (no response) Is he under the chair or on the table?  

 

6. Use books. Talking about what you read is another way to help children develop language and thinking 

skills. Think out loud about a story and ask questions or comment on what you see. Children become 

readers when their parents read to them.  

a. e.g. “I wonder what’s going to happen next!”, “Do you know what a palace is?”, “Look where 

the little mouse is now.” 

 

7. Relate events in a story to your child’s own experiences. Don’t be afraid to break into the flow of a 

story to spend time relating back to what your child already knows.  

a. e.g. *Story about a lost bag* “Remember the time when you lost your bag? What did you do to 

find it? How did you feel?” 

 

8. Regularly introduce new words to your child. Have a “word of the week” and stick the word on the 

fridge. Provide a simple definition and use it in a sentence. Ask your child to use the word in their own 

sentence and provide feedback. Throughout the week, use different opportunities to use the new word 

in your daily conversations.  

a. e.g. Word of the week – funny. “If something makes you laugh, you could say that it’s funny. I 

think it’s funny when I watch Mr. Bean. What’s funny to you?” 

 

9. Use oral language to identify feelings and emotions. Talk about the emotions of TV or book 

characters, why they are feeling that way and how you know they are feeling that way. Model how to 

express your emotions by explaining how you feel when you get angry, annoyed or happy. Encourage 

your child to express their own emotions and feelings using words. 

 

10. Help your child follow two- and three-step directions. If your child has difficulty understanding 

directions, start with simple instructions and do the task with them before moving to more complex 

directions.  

a. e.g. “Go to your room and bring me your book 
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Referral services – child development  
 

If you have concerns about your child’s development such as language, behaviour, social and 
emotional and physical.  
 
Below are a number of community organisations you can contact for support.  
 

Organisation  Address  Phone  Support offered  

Ipswich Health 
Plaza  

21 Bell Street, Ipswich QLD 
4305  

3817 2444 • Hearing  

• Speech (prior to Prep year) 

• Behaviour  

• Parent education programs 

• Health checks  

• Postnatal checks  

• Sleep and settling support   

Kambu Health  
(Indigenous 
Students) 

7 Roderick St, Ipswich QLD 
4305 

3810 3000 • Physiotherapy 

• Hearing  

• Optometry  

• Cardiologist  

• Podiatry  

 

School Map 
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